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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Churches that observe Christmas as a standalone event may find it difficult to get past the sentimentality of seeing a 
cute, mild-natured baby in the manger.  But the incarnation involves much more than the drama of Christmas itself; 
it brings a vision of God’s glory to the nations of the world. 

Our word Epiphany comes from a Greek word meaning “manifestation or appearance,” and in church history, this 
word has become closely associated with the revelation of Christ in connection with the visit of the Magi. 

Epiphany has been observed throughout much of the Western church as occurring on January 6.  In recent years, 
many churches have worked to recover a full celebration that begins at Christmas and ends at Epiphany twelve days 
later. The Worship Sourcebook 2nd ed. 

 

ANTICIPATING GOD’S PEACABLE KINGDOM 

*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

*Hail To The Lord’s Anointed Lift Up Your Hearts #109:1,2,4 

*Call to Worship Psalm 117 

Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
Extol him, all you peoples. 

For great is his love toward us, 
And the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  Praise the LORD. 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you. 

*God’s Greeting 

*Passing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

*Arise, Your Light Is Come Lift Up Your Hearts #102 
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CONFESSING THAT PEACE IS BROKEN 

The Voice of the Prophet Isaiah 59:1-4, 7 

Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.  But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.  
For your hands are stained with blood, your fingers with guilt.  Your lips have spoken falsely, and your 
tongue mutters wicked things.  No one calls for justice; no one pleads a case with integrity.  They rely 
on empty arguments, they utter lies; they conceive trouble and give birth to evil. 

Their feet rush into sin; they are swift to shed innocent blood.  They pursue evil schemes; acts of 
violence mark their ways. 

The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 59:9-15 

So justice is far from us, and righteousness does not reach us.  We look for light, but all is darkness; 
for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows.  Like the blind, we grope along the wall, feeling our way 
like people without eyes.  At midday, we stumble as if it were twilight; among the strong, we are like 
the dead.  We all growl like bears; we moan mournfully like doves.  We look for justice, but find none; 
for deliverance, but it is far away. 

For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, 
and we acknowledge our iniquities: rebellion and treachery against the LORD, turning our backs on our 
God, inciting revolt and oppression, uttering lies our hearts have conceived.  So justice is driven back, 
and righteousness stands at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot enter.  
Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. 
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Light of God 
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The Voice of the Healer Isaiah 25:6-8 

On this mountain, the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of 
aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.  On this mountain, he will destroy the shroud 
that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever.  The 
Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all 
the earth.  The LORD has spoken. 

 

I Want To Walk As a Child of the Light Lift Up Your Hearts #730 

 

 

HEARING THE PROMISE OF GOD’S PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

Children’s Blessing 

Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Isaiah 65:17-25 Holy Bible, pg.1164 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—Welcoming the Kingdom From Afar 
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OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD AND HIS PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

*As With Gladness Men of Old Lift Up Your Hearts #105 

Prayers of God’s People 

The Gifts of God’s People—General Fund 

Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory 

*Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (tune: THE FIRST NOWELL) 

*Offertory Prayer 

Emmanuel, God with us, the Magi followed the star to find you.  Amazed, they gave gifts.  We too are 
amazed by your presence among us, by the gift that you are to us.  With joyful hearts, we bring you 
our gifts of time, of money, of ourselves.  Use these and us to serve you and your world.  Amen. 
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GOING OUT TO PROCLAIM GOD’S PEACABLE KINGDOM 

*The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 6:8; 52:8, 10 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

“Who will go for us?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

Listen!  Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy.  When the LORD 
returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.  The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations, 
And all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

*God’s Blessing 

*God of Mercy, God of Grace Lift Up Your Hearts #934 

God of mercy, God of grace, show the brightness of your face. 
Shine upon us, Savior, shine; fill your world with light divine; 
All your saving health extend unto earth’s remotest end. 

Let the people praise you, Lord; be by all that live adored. 
Let the nations shout and sing glory to their gracious King; 
At your feet their tribute pay, and your holy will obey. 

Let the people praise you, Lord; earth shall then its fruits afford. 
Unto us your blessing give; we to you devoted live, 
All below and all above, one in joy and light and love. 

Postlude 

 
Preaching: Rev. Rick Pinckney Piano: Art Schmidt 
Scripture Readers: Stacy Smelker, Ben Vanderwell, Isaac Dykema Prayers of the People: Garrett Saul 
Audio: Richard Kuiper Video: Jeff Vanderveen 

 


