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THE SEASON OF LENT 
LENT is a season of preparation and repentance during which we anticipate Good Friday and Easter.  Just as we 
carefully prepare for big events in our personal lives, such as a wedding or commencement, Lent invites us to make 
our hearts ready for remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrection. 

The practice of a forty-day preparation period began in the Christian church during the third and fourth centuries.  
The number forty carries biblical significance based on the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness and Jesus’ forty-
day fast in the wilderness.  The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday and continue through holy week, not 
counting Sundays.  Many congregations choose to focus Sunday worship on the themes of repentance and renewal. 

As a period of preparation, Lent has historically included the instruction of persons for baptism and profession of 
faith on Easter Sunday; the calling back of those who have become estranged from the church; and efforts by all 
Christians to deepen their piety, devotion, and readiness to mark the death and resurrection of their Savior.  As such, 
the primary focus of the season is to explore and deepen a “baptismal spirituality” that centers on our union with 
Christ rather than to function only as an extended meditation on Christ’s suffering and death. 

 The Worship Sourcebook 2nd ed. 

 

MORNING WORSHIP 
Please enjoy fellowship together as you enter.  When the prelude begins, please use the time for centering 

yourself for worship.  Please take this time to mute all mobile devices. 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERING IN CHRIST’S NAME 
*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

Prelude 

Call to Worship Revelation 1:3 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

To the one who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again: 

King of glory, we adore you, our Savior, and Lord.  You suffered on the cross and gave 
your life as a ransom for many.  We bless and thank you for the outpouring of your love 
and offer our worship today out of unspeakable gratitude.  Amen. 

*Holy God, We Praise Your Name Lift Up Your Hearts #540 
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*God’s Greeting  

*Mutual Greeting 

*When The Storms Of Life Are Raging insert 

 

I HAVE HEARD YOUR SUFFERING 
Psalm 140 

Rescue me, LORD, from evildoers; protect me from the violent, who devise evil plans in 
their hearts and stir up war every day.  They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent’s; 
the poison of vipers is on their lips. 

Keep me safe, LORD, from the hands of the wicked; protect me from the violent, who 
devise ways to trip my feet.  The arrogant have hidden a snare for me; they have spread 
out the cords of their net and have set traps for me along my path. 

I say to the LORD, “You are my God.”  Hear, LORD, my cry for mercy.  Sovereign LORD, my 
strong deliverer, you shield my head in the day of battle.  Do not grant the wicked their 
desires, LORD; do not let their plans succeed. 

Those who surround me proudly rear their heads; may the mischief of their lips engulf 
them.  May burning coals fall on them; may they be thrown into the fire, into miry pits, 
never to rise.  May slanderers not be established in the land; may disaster hunt down the 
violent. 

I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy.  
Surely, the righteous will praise your name, and the upright will live in your presence. 

Lord, you taught us to pray, “Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.”  By 
the power of your Holy Spirit, enable us to turn to you and find our strong deliverer.  
Amen 

Deliver Me from Evil Lift Up Your Hearts #656 
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Litany of Prayers for the Persecuted Church written by Jay Blankespoor 

Our Lord Jesus, in describing to his followers the work ahead of them, proclaims “But 
before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you.  They will deliver you to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all 
because of my name....  Even parents, siblings, relatives, will betray you and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death.  All people will hate you because of me.  But not a hair 
of your head will perish.  By standing firm you will gain life.”  (Luke 21:12-14) 

Give us the strength, Lord, to endure persecution for your name.  Help us and all 
believers to stand firm in our faith. 

“Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.  They 
were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword.  They went 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated-the world was 
not worthy of them.”  (Hebrews 11:36-38) 

Thank-you for the faithful witness of those who have gone before us and gave their 
lives to share your hope with a dying world.  May we learn from their example.  

“If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 
Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy 
angels.”  (Mark 8:38) 

Give us courage, Lord, that we may speak forth light in this dark world.  Forgive our 
weakness and our fear; transform our wavering into a certain proclamation of your 
salvation and justice. 

In speaking of the body of Christ, Paul reminds us “If one part suffers, every part suffers 
with it...”  (I Corinthians 12:26).  And elsewhere we are instructed, “Remember those in 
prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering” (Hebrews 13:3) 

A Time of Silence. 

We welcome you to voice places in the world where they know religious persecution is taking 
place. 

Forgive Us Lord, 
Forgive us when we forget. 
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“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
(Matthew 5:10-12) 

For all those who suffer for their faith-who face persecution, torment, imprisonment, 
and separation from their families, violence, and hatred-we cry to you, Lord God.  Have 
mercy on them. 

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”  (Romans 12:14) 

We pray for those who persecute.  Open their eyes and heal their lives; turn them 
toward peace. 

In the midst of a desolate world, our Lord gives us this vision of a future reality: “And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying; ‘Now the dwelling of God is with humanity, 
and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’”  (Revelation 21:3-4) 

Come, Lord Jesus.  Come quickly; bring your healing to this earth. 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  Amen.  (Romans 8:35-38) 

My Life Flows On In Endless Song Lift Up Your Hearts #443:3,4 

 

WHOEVER HAS EARS, LET THEM HEAR 
Children’s Blessing 

Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer of Illumination 
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Revelation 2:8-11—To the Church in Smyrna Holy Bible, pg.1914 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—Smyrna: The Church of Persevering Persecuted 

Introduction 

I. The Christ-title (v 8) 
II. The Commendation (v 9) 
III. The Complaint (!) 
IV. The Correction (v 10a) 
V. The Consequence (vv 10b-11) 

a. Negative (v 10b) 
b. Positive (v 11) 

VI. The Contemporary Significance 

 

RESPONSE 
*Lead on O King Eternal Lift Up Your Hearts #328 

*Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 127 

What does the sixth petition mean?  

“And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one” means: By 
ourselves, we are too weak to hold our own even for a moment.  And our sworn 
enemies—the devil, the world, and our own flesh—never stop attacking us. 

And so, Lord, uphold us and make us strong with the strength of your Holy Spirit, so 
that we may not go down to defeat in this spiritual struggle, but may firmly resist our 
enemies until we finally win the complete victory. 

 

Offering—General Fund 

Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory 
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*When We Are Living Lift Up Your Hearts #452:1,2 

When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 
Both in our living and in our dying, we belong to God, we belong to God. 

Through all our living, we our fruits must give.  Good works of service and for offering. 
When we are giving, or when receiving, we belong to God, we belong to God. 

*Offertory Prayer 

Compassionate God, we offer you these gifts as signs of our time and labor.  Receive the 
offering of our first fruits, our lives, and feed us with your grace, that in the midst of 
death all creation might feast on your unending life in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
*Call to Discipleship 

Hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 
To this, you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. 

*God’s Blessing 

*Lift High the Cross Lift Up Your Hearts #264:1,7 
Refrain 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
Till all the world, adore his sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod,  
The Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

Postlude 

 
Guest Preacher: Dr. Jeff Weima Worship Leading: Kevin Soodsma 
Scripture Reader: Jill Risner Piano: Art Schmidt 
Litany & Prayers: Doug & Ben Vanderwell Audio: Bob Peters 
Video: Tyler Collins 
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