
 
 

MAY 21, 2016 
ASCENSION OF CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Beckwith Hills Christian Reformed Church 

2100 Chelsea Road NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
616.458.0150 | www.beckwithhillscrc.org 

  

 

 



MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE WORD 
*Indicates standing as you are able or in spirit. 

GATHERING 

Prelude 

*God’s Greeting 
People of God, the Lord of glory, Jesus Christ, sends his greeting to you.  And his greeting is this: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the working of 
the Holy Spirit. 
This is the greeting of Christ, who arose from the grave. 
He died and rose that we might have eternal life.  All thanks be to him! 

This same Christ has ascended to the Father. 
He ascended that we might experience God’s presence and power.  All praise be to him! 

*Mutual Greeting 

*Jesus Shall Reign Lift Up Your Hearts #219:1,2,4,5 

 

ORDINATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS 
Introduction 

Vows of Incoming Officebearers 
Do you believe that in the call of this congregation God himself is calling you to these holy offices? 
Do you believe that the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
life? 
Do you subscribe to the doctrinal standards of this church, rejecting all teaching, which contradicts them? 
Do you promise to do the work of your offices faithfully, in a way worthy of your calling and in submission 
to the government and discipline of the church? 
I do, God helping me. 

The Ordination 

The Charge to the Elders 
I charge you, elders, as shepherds of the flock, to “Hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been 
taught, so that you can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it” (Titus 1:9).  Be a 
friend and Christ like example to children.  Give clear and cheerful guidance to young people.  By word and 
example, bear up God’s people in their pain and weakness, and celebrate their joys with them.  Hold in 
trust all sensitive matters confided to you.  Encourage the aged to persevere in God’s promises.  Be wise 
counselors who support and strengthen the pastor.  Be compassionate, yet firm and consistent in rebuke 
and discipline.  Know the Scriptures, which are “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).  Pray continually for the church.  Remember at all times that if you would truly 
give spiritual leadership in the household of faith, you must be completely mastered by your Lord (1 Tim. 3:2-

7). 

  



The Charge to the Deacons 
I charge you deacons, to Inspire faithful ministries of service to one another, to the larger community, and 
to the world.  Remind us that the Lord requires us “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
God” (Mic. 6:8).  Teach us to be merciful and to seize new opportunities to worship God with offerings of 
wealth, time, and ability.  Realize that benevolence is a quality of our life in Christ and not merely a matter 
of financial assistance.  Therefore, minister to rich and poor alike, both within and outside the church.  
Weigh our opportunities for giving and service and use the church’s resources discerningly.  Be 
compassionate to those in need and treat them with dignity and respect; hold in trust all sensitive matters 
confided to you.  Encourage with words that create hope in hearts and with deeds that bring joy into lives.  
Be prophetic critics of the waste, injustice, and selfishness in our society, and be sensitive counselors to the 
victims of such evils.  Let your lives be above reproach; live as examples of Christ Jesus; look to the interests 
of others.  And in all your ministries help us participate in the renewing of all things even as we anticipate 
its completion when God’s kingdom comes. 

*The Charge to the Congregation 
I charge you, people of God, to receive these officebearers as Christ’s gift to the church.  Recognize in them 
the Lord’s provision for healthy congregational life.  Hold them in honor; take their counsel seriously; 
respond to them with obedience and respect; accept their help with thanks.  Wholeheartedly participate in 
the ministries into which they lead you.  Sustain them in prayer and encourage them with your support, 
especially when they feel the burden of their office.  Acknowledge them as the Lord’s servants among you. 

Do you, congregation, pledge to receive them as you have been charged? 
We do, God helping us. 

Prayer 

Signing of Covenant for Officebearers of the CRCNA 
The Servant Song  Lift Up Your Hearts #309 

 

CONFESSION 
Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 
We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust.  While we sing of your 
lordship over all creation, we have too often acted as though you are powerless in the face of 
today’s events.  Help us to live with confidence in your presence today and in hope for life with 
you forever.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 1 John 2:1-2 

Guide for Holy Living Colossians 3:1-4 

*Jesus Is Lord Lift Up Your Hearts #226 

 

  



WORD 

Children’s Blessing 
Children ages 3 &4 are dismissed for children’s church. 

Acts 5:12-32 Holy Bible, pg.1698 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon— The Ascension Exalts Christ 

A. The exalted Christ’s publicists B. The exalted Christ’s place 
C. The exalted Christ’s position D. The exalted Christ’s purpose 
E. The exalted Christ’s power F. The exalted Christ’s people 

 

RESPONSE 

*All Hail the Power of Jesus Name Lift Up Your Hearts #601 

Prayers of the People 

Offering—World Renew 
Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory—How Great Is Our God LUYH #574 

*We Give Thee but Thine Own Lift Up Your Hearts #877:1,2 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our first-fruits give. 

 

SENDING 

*God’s Blessing 

*Jesus Is Lord Lift Up Your Hearts #226:4 
Yes, suddenly, my God shall come again.  And every knee shall bow before his name. 
And he shall reign forever on the throne.  And in his glory there I shall proclaim: 
“Jesus is Lord!  Jesus is Lord!  Jesus is Lord!  Jesus is Lord!” 

Postlude 

Preacher: Rev. Ben Tol Organ/Piano: Kevin Soodsma 
Worship Leader: Garrett Saul Guitar: Doug Byl, Hannah Snow 
Scripture Reader: Bob Buist Bass: Mark Witte 
Prayer of the People: Bev Vanderwell Violin: Alyssa Peters 
Audio: Jeff Collins Singers: Barb Meekhof, Bob Peters, Andrea Saul, Linda Witte 
Video: Tyler Collins 


