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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE WORD 
THANKSGIVING—When Israel was preparing for a new life in the Promised Land, God gave them the 
instruction, “Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field” (Ex. 
23:16).  Thanksgiving celebrations were an important part of the people’s worship before God.  
Throughout history, worshiping communities have set aside certain times of special thanksgiving to God.  
These events are an acknowledgment that God, as creator, is also the provider of all the bounty of life. 

The Worship Sourcebook Vol. 2 

 

GATHERING 

*Indicates standing as you are able or in spirit. 

Prelude 

*Come, You Thankful People Come Lift Up Your Hearts #473 

*Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-7 

Come; let us sing for joy to the LORD; 
Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
And extol him with music and song. 

For the LORD is the great God, 
The great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the depths of the earth, 
And the mountain peaks belong to him. 

The sea is his, for he made it, 
And his hands formed the dry land. 

Come; let us bow down in worship, 
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 

For he is our God  
And we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 

*God’s Greeting & Mutual Greeting 

*Let All Things Now Living Lift Up Your Hearts #5 
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GIVING THANKS… 

…FOR WHAT WE HAVE 

Deuteronomy 8:6-18 

Blessed Be Your Name Lift Up Your Hearts #343 

Prayer 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.  You have created this world in 
splendor, 
And your Spirit renews the face of the earth. 

You have made us in your image, 
And you renew us in the image of your Son. 

You have given us your law, 
And your Spirit leads us in the ways of righteousness. 

You have grafted us into your covenant of grace, 
And you have written your law on our hearts. 

You promise to make all things new, 
And you give us your Spirit as the first fruits of a renewed creation. 

All glory be to you, Lord our God, giver of every good and perfect gift. 
Alleluia!  Amen. 
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…FOR GOD’S CREATION 

Psalm 65 

Sing To the Lord of Harvest Lift Up Your Hearts #398 

Prayer 

Almighty God, thank you for the intricate life-sustaining world you created.  Make us 
good caregivers.  Help us share the wealth of resources that you lavishly share with us.  
Thank you for the salvation made possible to us through the life, death, and resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Following our Lord’s example, help us love the unloved and 
serve the lowly.  Thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit: the comfort, the 
encouragement, and the formation that we experience as evidence of the Spirit in us.  
Grow in us an unquenchable desire for you.  Transform us.  Make us new in you.  May we 
daily grow to be more like you.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

…FOR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS 

2 Corinthians 9:10-15 

For the Fruits of His Creation Lift Up Your Hearts #396 

Prayer 

Lord our God, love began with you and has filled our cup to overflowing.  In the 
abundance of your countless gifts, give us your grace to fill others’ lives with love in this 
community and beyond.  May we be more worthy of all you have given us.  We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, the Lord.  Amen. 

 

  



5 

 

...FOR OUR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST 

Luke 17:11-19 

My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness see page 7 

Prayer 

Gracious God, lover of the world, you are the one willing to suffer so that we might be 
healed, willing to stoop to us in our misery, so that we might stand tall as loved sons and 
daughters.  You have served us even when we were unwilling to serve you, and longed for 
us even when we had ignored you.  Surely, you are a surprising God and a God of amazing 
grace.  We praise and thank you. 

Nothing we do makes you seek us less; nothing we do makes you seek us more.  You seek 
us with all the passion of a lover, and so we praise and thank you.  Amen. 

 

...FOR GOD’S WORD 

Psalm 145 Holy Bible, pg.979 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—God Is Good 

*Give Thanks Lift Up Your Hearts #358 

 

RESPONSE 

Giving Thanks & Testimonies of Thanksgiving 

Offering—World Missions/Christian Education/Forgotten Man 

Please pass the friendship folders. 

Today’s Offerings will be received at the front Sanctuary steps.   
If you are unable to, the deacons will be able to assist you. 

Offertory 
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*Now Thank We All Our God Lift Up Your Hearts #543:1,2 

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
To keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

 

SENDING 

*God’s Blessing 

*Now Thank We All Our God Lift Up Your Hearts #543:3 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven— 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

Postlude 

 
Preaching: Rev Rick Pinckney Organ: Chan Jang 
 Song Leader: Laura Pinckney 
Audio: Dave Ronda Guitar: Doug Byl 
Video: Tyler Collins Violin: Alyssa Peters, Ryland Smelker 
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The First Presidential Proclamation  

by President George Washington 1789  

the first year of his presidency. 

 

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor, and Whereas 
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the 
People of the United States a day of public thanks-giving and prayer to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by 
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and 
happiness.” 

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th.  day of November next to be 
devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the 
beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be.  That we may then all unite in 
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and protection of the People 
of this country previous to their becoming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the 
favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of 
the late war, for the great degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed, 
for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of 
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted, 
for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring 
and diffusing useful knowledge and in general for all the great and various favors which he hath 
been pleased to confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the 
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other 
transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and 
relative duties properly and punctually, to render our national government a blessing to all the 
People, by constantly being a government of wise, just and constitutional laws, discreetly and 
faithfully executed and obeyed, to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as 
have shown kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord. To 
promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science 
among them and us, and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 


