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MORNING WORSHIP  DECEMBER 2, 2018 
*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

When the prelude begins, please use the time for centering yourself for worship. 
Please take this time to mute all mobile devices. 

GATHERING 

Prelude 

Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and 
yields better returns than gold.  She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her.  Long 
life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.  Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are 
peace.  She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 

Proverbs 3:13-18 

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery  Program pg. 7 

Call to Worship: Lighting of the Advent Candle  Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,”  
And there was light.  God saw that the light was good, 
And he separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” 
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

*Beautiful Savior  Lift Up Your Hearts #17:1,3 

*God’s Greeting  

*Mutual Greeting 

*Of The Father’s Love Begotten  Lift Up Your Hearts #78:1-3 
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CONFESSION 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to prepare for 
your Advent.  We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your 
kingdom; we get distracted by all the busyness of this season.  Forgive us, God.  Grant us the simple 
wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and 
Joseph, that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. 
Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

O Little Town Of Bethlehem  Lift Up Your Hearts #88:4 

 

WORD 

Children’s Blessing Children ages 3 - 1
st

 grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, we pray for the unity of your church.  Help us to see ourselves as rays from the one sun, branches 
of a single tree, and streams flowing from one river.  May we remain united to you and to each other 
because you are our common source of life, and may we send out your light and pour forth your 
flowing streams over all the earth, drawing our inspiration and joy from you.  Amen. 

Genesis 3:1-24  Holy Bible, pg. 5 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Reader: Doug Vanderwell 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: Two Trees  Rev. Rick Pinckney 
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TABLE 

God’s Invitation and Promises 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

…We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Communion 

Passing of the Bread: My Soul in Stillness Waits Lift Up Your Hearts #63 

Passing of the Cup: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Lift Up Your Hearts #821 

Prayer 

Offering—Benevolence  Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory: In the Bleak Midwinter/Gloria 

Offertory Prayer 

*Blessed Be the God of Israel  Lift Up Your Hearts #67:1 
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SENDING 

*God’s Blessing 

*Blessed Be the God of Israel  Lift Up Your Hearts #67:2,3 

Postlude 

 

Organ/Piano: Kevin Soodsma 
Guitar: Doug Byl 
Violin: Alyssa Peters 

  



7 

 

EVENING WORSHIP 
*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

When the prelude begins, please use the time for centering yourself for worship. 
Please take this time to mute all mobile devices. 

GATHERING 

Prelude 

*On Jordan’s Bank The Baptists Cry  Lift Up Your Hearts #70:1-3 

*God’s Greeting  

*Mutual Greeting 

*On Christmas Night  Lift Up Your Hearts #89 

*Affirmation: Joining the Mission of God  Lift Up Your Hearts #263 

 

WORD 

Colossians 4:2-6  Holy Bible, pg. 1835 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: Seasoned With Salt  Rev. Rick Pinckney 

*Go Tell It on the Mountain  Lift Up Your Hearts #93 
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RESPONSE 

Offering—Calvin College  Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace  Lift Up Your Hearts #905:1,2 

Prayers of the People  Carol Couwenhoven 

(after each petition)  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord. 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace  Lift Up Your Hearts #905:3,4 

 

SENDING 

*God’s Blessing 

*On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry  Lift Up Your Hearts #70:4,5 

Postlude 

Piano/Organ: Kevin Soodsma 

  


