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MORNING WORSHIP  DECEMBER 23, 2018 
*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

When the prelude begins, please use the time for centering yourself for worship. 
Please take this time to mute all mobile devices. 

 

GATHERING 

Prelude 

Come, Lord Jesus 

Call to Worship: Lighting of the Advent Candles  from Isaiah 59:9; 60:1-3, 19, NRSV 

We wait for light, and lo!  There is darkness; for brightness, but we walk in gloom.   
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples. 
But the Lord will arise upon you, and nations shall come to your light. 
The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you by 
night. 
For the Lord will be your everlasting light and your God will be your glory. 

*Arise, Your Light Is Come  Lift Up Your Hearts #102 

*God’s Greeting  

*Mutual Greeting 

*Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery   

 

CONFESSION 

Savior of the Nations, Come  Lift Up Your Hearts #74:1,2 

Prayer of Confession 

O God, in the beginning you spoke, and creation was born, the object of your loving care.  In the 
fullness of time, you spoke, and the Word became flesh, Jesus, gift of your love.  We wonder at the 
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miracle of creation; we stand in awe before the mystery of the incarnation.  Forgive us earthbound 
creatures, feeble in faith, empty of hope, lacking in love.  This year let the miracle and mystery of 
Christmas happen for us again.  We wait upon you with ready hearts, O God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

Savior of the Nations, Come  Lift Up Your Hearts #74:4 

Assurance 

Savior of the Nations, Come  Lift Up Your Hearts #74:6 

Guide For Holy Living 

Savior of the Nations, Come  Lift Up Your Hearts #74:7 

 

 

WORD 

Children’s Blessing Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer for Illumination 

God of love and power, you are revealed to us in your Word, in accounts of prophecy and fulfillment 
that direct our attention to Jesus Christ.  Illumine us now as we hear your Word proclaimed, that we 
may open our hearts to him, yearn for his coming in glory, and serve him with joy.  Amen. 

Hosea 14  Holy Bible, Page 1410 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Reader: Arlis Katerberg 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: The Fruitful Tree  Rev. Rick Pinckney 

 

RESPONSE 

*Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  Lift Up Your Hearts #56 

Affirmation of Faith  Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 35, 36 
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What does it mean that he “was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary”? 
That the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true and eternal God, took to himself, through the 
working of the Holy Spirit, from the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, a truly human nature so that 
he might also become David’s true descendant, like his brothers and sisters in every way except for 
sin. 

How does the holy conception and birth of Christ benefit you? 
He is our mediator and, in God’s sight, he covers with his innocence and perfect holiness my 
sinfulness in which I was conceived. 

Prayers of the People  Bev Vanderwell 

Offering—World Renew  Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory 

Offertory Prayer 

 

SENDING 

*Blessed Be the God of Israel  Lift Up Your Hearts #67:1 

*God’s Blessing 

*Blessed Be the God of Israel  Lift Up Your Hearts #67:2,3 
 

Postlude 

 

Organ/Piano: Kevin Soodsma 
Audio: Nicholas Mersman 
Video: 

  


