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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE WORD 
ADVENT SEASON: is a season of waiting, designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s actions—past, present, and 
future.  In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed to us—people who wait for the 
second coming.  We heighten our anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the 
wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.  In this way, 
Advent highlights for us the larger story of God’s redemptive plan. 

A deliberate tension is emphasized during the Advent season.  Christ has come, and yet not all things have reached 
completion.  While we remember Israel’s waiting and hoping and we give thanks for Christ’s birth, we also 
anticipate his second coming at the end of time.  For this reason, Advent began as a penitential season, a time for 
discipline and intentional repentance in the confident expectation and hope of Christ’s coming again. 

The Advent season includes the four Sundays preceding Christmas.  Worship is a tension of celebrating and hoping.  
The liturgical colors for Advent are purple and deep blue. The Worship Sourcebook 2nd ed. 

 

ANTICIPATING GOD’S PEACABLE KINGDOM 
*Indicates standing as you are able or in spirit. 

Prelude—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

*On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Lift Up Your Hearts #70:1,3,5 

*Call to Worship from Psalm 100 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him 
with joyful songs. 
Know that the LORD is God.  It is he, who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
Give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you. 

*God’s Greeting & Mutual Greeting 

*Here I Am To Worship Lift Up Your Hearts #567 
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CONFESSING THAT PEACE IS BROKEN 

The Voice of the Prophet Isaiah 44:6, 9-11 

This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the 
last; apart from me, there is no God. 

All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless.  Those who would speak 
up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame.  Who shapes a god and casts an idol, 
which can profit nothing?  People who do that will be put to shame; such craftsmen are only human 
beings.  Let them all come together and take their stand; they will be brought down to terror and 
shame. 

 

The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 29:13-16 

The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been 
taught.  Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of 
the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.”  Woe to those who go to great 
depths to hide their plans from the LORD, who do their work in darkness and think, “Who sees us?  
Who will know?”  You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay!  Shall 
what is formed say to the one who formed it, “You did not make me”?  Can the pot say to the potter, 
“You know nothing”? 

Light of God see page 4-5 

The Voice of the Healer (Lighting of the Advent Candle) Isaiah 55:1-3 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  
Come; buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, 
and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good and you will 
delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live.  I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory Lift Up Your Hearts #81:1,4 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
You, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

Though an infant now we view him, he will share his Father’s throne, 
Gather all the nations to him; every knee shall then bow down: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 
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Light of God 
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HEARING THE PROMISE OF GOD’S PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

Children’s Blessing 

Minister: People of God, what is your prayer for these children? 
Congregation: May the Lord be with you. 
Children: And also with you 

Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer for Illumination 

John 4:1-26 Holy Bible, pg.1651 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—Worship in Spirit and Truth 

 

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD AND HIS PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

*Blessed Be the God of Israel Lift Up Your Hearts #67:1-3 

Prayers of God’s People 

The Gifts of God’s People—Chaplaincy and Care Ministry (CRCNA) 

Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory—He Shall Feed His Flock 

*Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (tune: VENI EMMANUEL) 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heaven-ly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Ho-ly Ghost. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

*Offertory Prayer 
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GOING OUT TO PROCLAIM GOD’S PEACABLE KINGDOM 

*The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 6:8; 55:2-3 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

“Who will go for us?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

Say to people: 
Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live.  I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, my faithful love promised of David. 

*God’s Blessing 

*Angels from the Realms of Glory Lift Up Your Hearts #81:5 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

Postlude—For Unto Us A Child Is Born / Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 
Preaching: Rev. Rick Pinckney Organ: Kevin Soodsma 
Scripture Readers: Stacy Smelker, Ben Vanderwell, Laura Pinckney Prayers of the People: Carol Couwenhoven 
Candle Bearer: Lauren Mersman Violin: Alyssa Peters, Ryland Smelker 
Audio: Doug Vanderwell Video: Richard Kuiper 
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THE PEACABLE KINGDOM 

What a vision of peace the prophet Isaiah paints for God’s people in the southern kingdom of Judah!  Invasions by 
ruthless Assyrians came from the north, they were betrayed by their sister kingdom Israel, and inadequate sins of 
their own made the time perilous. 

Into this difficult time, Isaiah persists in presenting the Lord’s promise of a kingdom of shalom.  To make this 
kingdom possible, Isaiah repeats several themes in his prophesies.  He points out the sins of the people in following 
other gods and not living up to the Lord’s commands to treat people as they should be treated.  He holds up 
examples of their lifestyle to make his point. 

Then he minds the people that the Lord continues to be faithful in spite of their unfaithfulness.  Healing and 
restoration are available.  God provides God-fearing kings like Hezekiah.  If the people put their trust in the Lord 
and his promises, the peaceable kingdom will come.    

 

 

Art: The Peaceable Kingdom, Edward Hicks 


