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MORNING WORSHIP LESSONS AND CAROLS 
The book of Isaiah, which has often been called “the fifth gospel,” preaches the Advent and Christmas gospel in 
ways that resist both hopelessness and sentimentality.  Its texts are full of both unbending realism about the terror of 
sin and injustice, and resolute hope in the coming of the Messiah and the peaceable kingdom that this Messiah 
would usher in.  This service of lessons and carols journeys through the book of Isaiah sequentially, with readings 
and music drawn from ten different chapters. 

GATHERING 
*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship Isaiah 2:2-3 

In the last days, the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the 
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  Many peoples 
will come and say, 
“Come; let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob.  He will 
teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”  The law will go out from Zion, the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 

*Hail To The Lord’s Anointed Lift Up Your Hearts #109:1-3 

 

*God’s Greeting 

May The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 
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*View the Present through the Promise Lift Up Your Hearts #470 

St. 1: all 
St. 2: choir 
Interlude 
St. 3: all 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

O God, send out your light and your truth; let them lead us; let them bring us to your holy hill 
and to your dwelling. 
Then we will go to the altar of God, to God, our exceeding joy; and we will praise you with 
the harp, O God, our God. 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within us? 
Hope in God; for we shall again praise him, our help and my God.  Amen. 
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LAMENT FOR SIN AND PERVASIVE INJUSTICE, 
THE “NEVERTHELESS” OF GOD’S PROMISE 

Isaiah 1:1-3, 10-11, 18-20, 2:1-5 

The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  Hear me, you heavens!  Listen, earth!  For the LORD has 
spoken: “I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.  The ox knows its 
master, the donkey its owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.”   

Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you people of 
Gomorrah!  “The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says the LORD.  “I have more 
than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the 
blood of bulls and lambs and goats.   

“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD.  “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and 
obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by 
the sword.”  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.   

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days, the mountain of 
the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations will stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so that we may 
walk in his paths.”  The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He will judge 
between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.  Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

All Earth is Waiting (LUYH 57) 

Toda la tierra espera_al Salvador: viene_a traer a los hombres la verdad, 
a sembrar por el mundo semilias de_amor.  A todos los pobreas su brazo salvará. 

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, and open furrows await the seed of God. 
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel: “A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,” 
One whose name is “God-with-us” our Savior shall be; with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain; open new highways, new highways for the Lord. 
He is now coming closer, so come all and see, and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared; yet feel his presence throughout the earth today, 
For he lives in all Christians and is with us now; again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 
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My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout Lift Up Your Hearts #69 

St. 1 & 2: Choir 
St. 3 & 4: all 

 

PROMISE OF THE COMING OF THE PRINCE OF PEACE  
AND THE “KINGDOM OF RIGHTEOUSNESS” 

Isaiah 7: 10-14; 9:2-7 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in 
the highest heights.”  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”  Then Isaiah 
said, “Hear now, you house of David!  Is it not enough to try the patience of humans?  Will you try the 
patience of my God also?  Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  The people walking in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those, living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice 
when dividing the plunder.  For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, and the rod of their oppressor.  Every warrior’s boot 
used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Of the greatness 
of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  
The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

Mary’s Song-Our King of Peace Wendell Kimbrough 

My soul magnifies the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God! 
My Savior has seen his servant in need, and behold the great things he has done; 

He scatters the proud and rich; He lifts up the humble and weak. 
The kings of the earth, he casts from their thrones and the hungry he welcomes to feast. 

Oh behold, my Savior has come! And my soul will tell of his praise 
For he who is strong has come to the weak and at last, he will reign as our King of peace. 

From now to the end of time, the nations will know me as blest, 
For God has made new his promise of love and mercy through Abraham’s seed. 
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Children’s Blessing 

Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

 

THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots, a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of 
the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with 
righteousness, he will judge the needy, with justice, he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips, he will slay the wicked.  
Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and 
the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and 
his resting place will be glorious. 

 

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming Lift Up Your Hearts #79 
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THE CALLING AND BLESSING OF THOSE WHO PROCLAIM 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that 
her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, and that she has received from 
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and 
all people will see it together.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out.”  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.  The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them.  Surely, the people are grass.  The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” 

You, who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your 
God!”  See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm.  See, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 

 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People Lift Up Your Hearts #59 
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ALL CREATION SINGS FOR JOY 

Isaiah 55:6-13 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  Let the wicked forsake their ways 
and the unrighteous their thoughts.  Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and 
to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.  As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 
the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  You will go out in joy and be led 
forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field 
will clap their hands.  Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle 
will grow.  This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.” 

 

*Joy to the World (Psalm 98) Lift Up Your Hearts 92 
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ALL NATIONS SHALL COME TO CHRIST, THE TEMPLE OF GOD 

Isaiah 56:1-2, 6-8, 60:1-3 

This is what the LORD says:  “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand 
and my righteousness will soon be revealed.  Blessed is the one who does this—the person who holds 
it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps their hands from doing any evil.” 

And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and 
to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my 
covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.”  The Sovereign LORD declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather 
still others to them besides those already gathered.” 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  See, darkness covers 
the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears 
over you.  Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

Arise Shine For Your Light has Come Lift Up Your Hearts #103 

Congregation on refrain only 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day John Mark Hall/David Olive/Bernie Herms 

I heard the bells on Christmas day their old familiar carols play 
And mild and sweet their songs repeat of peace on earth good will to men 

And the bells are ringing, like a choir, they're singing  
In my heart I hear them Peace on earth, good will to men 

And in despair, I bowed my head there is no peace on earth I said 
For hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men 

Then rang the bells more loud and deep God is not dead, nor does he sleep  
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail with peace on earth, good will to men 

Then ringing singing on its way the world revolved from night to day  

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime of peace on earth, good will to men  

Do you hear the bells they're ringing?  The life the angels singing 
Open up your heart and hear them (peace on earth) Peace on earth, good will to men 

Peace on earth, peace on earth Peace on earth, Good will to men 
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GOD WITH US 

Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11; John 1:1-5, 14 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 
release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to 
bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment 
of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD 

for the display of his splendor.   

I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.  For he has clothed me with garments of 
salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden 
causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all 
nations. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.  Through him, all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.   

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Dona Nobis Pacem Lift Up Your Hearts #73 

 

Prayer 

Eternal God, you taught us that the night is are spent and the day is at hand.  Keep us awake 
and alert, watching for the advent of your peaceable kingdom. 
By the power of your Eternal Spirit, make us strong in faith, so that when Christ comes in 
glory to judge the earth, we may joyfully give him praise who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
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SENDING 

*Charge 1 Thessalonains 5:16-22 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.  Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to 
what is good, reject every kind of evil. 

 

*God’s Blessing 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul, 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, 
and he will do it. 

 

*O Come All Ye Faithful Lift Up Your Hearts #76:1-3 

 

Postlude 

 
Minister: Rev. Rick Pinckney Organist: Chan Jang 
Readers: Ben Vanderwell, Stacy Smelker, Linda Witte Choir Director: Kevin Soodsma 
Candle Bearer: Adia Sikkema Dance Coaches: Elaine VanDenBerg, Darlene Santiago 
Audio: Richard Kuiper Video: Tyler Collins 
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THE PEACABLE KINGDOM 

The vision of God’s peaceable kingdom was particularly compelling to 19th-century Quaker artist Edward 
Hicks, who painted 61 different versions of Isaiah 11:6-8: “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them...”  In some of those paintings, Hicks brought this vision of a peaceable kingdom forward into recent 
history, depicting a vision of Native Americans and Pennsylvania settlers living together in peaceable 
harmony. 

 


