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MORING WORSHIP SERVICE OF THE WORD & BAPTISM 
CHRISTMASTIDE:  We remember and celebrate the nativity of Christ and the mystery of the incarnation.  Whereas 

during Advent we anticipate the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah, at Christmas we 
identify with the angels who proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest”; with the shepherds, who were afraid 
but nevertheless offered worship; and with Mary, who pondered the meaning of these events in her heart (Luke 
2:13-20). 

The Christmas season extends from December 25 through January 5 and includes at least one and usually two 
Sundays. 

Celebrating Christmas as a season helps us both to enter into the meaning of the incarnation more fully than 
celebrating a single day and to focus on additional Scripture texts that explore the meaning of Christmas 
beyond the familiar words of Luke 2. 

Though North American culture considers Christmas the most important day of the Christian year, we must be 
careful to see the significance of Christmas in the light of all that follows, particularly through Easter.  In fact, 
Christmas is the first in a series of celebrations (Christmas, Epiphany, the baptism of our Lord, and the 
transfiguration of Jesus) that affirm the identity of Jesus as not only fully human but also fully divine.  If the 
intervening weeks between these celebrations focus on the remarkable content of Jesus’ teaching and the 
relationships he established with his disciples, these four events anchor the church’s reflection on the meaning of 
Jesus’ life for our understanding of God and of the coming kingdom.  Together, these celebrations prepare us for 
the journey toward the cross, the empty tomb, ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The Worship Sourcebook 2nd ed. 

 

ANTICIPATING GOD’S PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

*Indicates standing as you are able or in spirit. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

*Angels We Have Heard On High Lift Up Your Hearts #82 
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*Call to Worship Psalm 11:4,7 

The LORD is in his holy temple; 
The LORD is on his heavenly throne. 

He observes everyone on earth; 
His eyes examine them. 

For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; 
The upright will see his face. 

The Lord be with you. 
And Also with you. 

*God’s Greeting 

*Passing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

*Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Lift Up Your Hearts #98 

 

CONFESSING THAT PEACE IS BROKEN 

The Voice of the Prophet Isaiah 65:1-7 

“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me.  To a 
nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’  All day long I have held out my 
hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not good,  pursuing their own imaginations—a 
people who continually provoke me to my very face, offering sacrifices in gardens and burning 
incense on altars of brick; who sit among the graves and spend their nights keeping secret vigil; who 
eat the flesh of pigs, and whose pots hold broth of impure meat; who say, ‘Keep away; don’t come 
near me, for I am too sacred for you!’  Such people are smoke in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning 
all day. 

“See, it stands written before me: I will not keep silent but will pay back in full; I will pay it back into 
their laps—both your sins and the sins of your ancestors,” says the LORD.  “Because they burned 
sacrifices on the mountains and defied me on the hills, I will measure into their laps the full payment 
for their former deeds.” 
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The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 16:6-11 

We have heard of Moab’s pride—how great is her arrogance!—of her conceit, her pride and her 
insolence; but her boasts are empty.  Therefore, the Moabites wail, they wail together for Moab.  
Lament and grieve for the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth.  The fields of Heshbon wither, the vines of 
Sibmah also.  The rulers of the nations have trampled down the choicest vines, which once reached 
Jazer and spread toward the desert.  Their shoots spread out and went as far as the sea.  So I weep, as 
Jazer weeps, for the vines of Sibmah.  Heshbon and Elealeh, I drench you with tears!  The shouts of joy 
over your ripened fruit and over your harvests have been stilled.  Joy and gladness are taken away 
from the orchards; no one sings or shouts in the vineyards; no one treads out wine at the presses, for 
I have put an end to the shouting.  My heart laments for Moab like a harp, my inmost being for Kir 
Hareseth. 

What Child Is This Lift Up Your Hearts #95:1-2 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 
hail, hail for Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

The Voice of the Healer Isaiah 65:17-23 

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will 
they come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to 
be a delight and its people a joy.  I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the 
sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 

“Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out 
his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to reach a 
hundred will be considered accursed.  They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit.  No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and 
others eat.  For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy 
the work of their hands.  They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. 
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Of The Father’s Love Begotten Lift Up Your Hearts #78:1,3,5 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega—he the source, the ending he, 
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see  
Evermore and evermore. 

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
Now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore. 

Christ, to you, with God the Father and the Spirit, there shall be 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and the shout of jubilee: 
Honor, glory, and dominion and eternal victory  
evermore and evermore. Amen. 

Baptism of Henry DenOuden 

First, do you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, accept the promises of God, and affirm the 
truth of the Christian faith, which is proclaimed in the Bible and confessed in this church of Christ?  

Second, do you believe that your child, though sinful by nature, is received by God in Christ as a 
member of his covenant, and therefore ought to be baptized?  

Third, do you promise, in reliance on the Holy Spirit and with the help of the Christian community, to 
do all in your power to instruct Henry in the Christian faith and to lead him by your example into the 
life of Christian discipleship?  

*Great Is Thy Faithfulness Lift Up Your Hearts #348 

 

HEARING THE PROMISE OF GOD’S PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

Children’s Blessing 

Children ages 3 &4 are dismissed for Children’s Church. 

Prayer for Illumination 

John 14:23-27; John 20:19-23 Holy Bible, pg.1676, 1686 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—The Rule of Peace in War Time 
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WE OFFER OUR ALL TO GOD AND HIS PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

*God Reigns!  Earth Rejoices Lift Up Your Hearts #91:1,3,4 

Prayer of God’s People 

The Gifts of God’s People - Servant Center 

Please pass the friendship folders. 

Offertory 

*Thanksgiving

*Offertory Prayer
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GOING OUT TO PROCLAIM GOD’S PEACABLE KINGDOM 

*The Voice of the Proclaimer Isaiah 6:8; 60:19 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

“Who will go for us?” 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, 
for the LORD will be your everlasting light, 
And our God will be our glory. 

*God’s Blessing

*Good Christian Friends Rejoice Lift Up Your Hearts #98 

Postlude 

Organ: Chan Jang 
Morning Prayer: Bob Boersma 

Preaching: Rev. Rick Pinckney 
Scripture Readers: Stacy Smelker, Ben Vanderwell, Connie Sztengel 

Audio: Doug Vanderwell Video: Caitlin Sanders 
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THE PEACABLE KINGDOM 

What a vision of peace the prophet Isaiah paints for God’s people in the southern kingdom of Judah!  Invasions by 
ruthless Assyrians came from the north, they were betrayed by their sister kingdom Israel, and inadequate sins of 
their own made the time perilous. 

Into this difficult time, Isaiah persists in presenting the Lord’s promise of a kingdom of shalom.  To make this 
kingdom possible, Isaiah repeats several themes in his prophesies.  He points out the sins of the people in following 
other gods and not living up to the Lord’s commands to treat people as they should be treated.  He holds up 
examples of their lifestyle to make his point. 

Then he minds the people that the Lord continues to be faithful in spite of their unfaithfulness.  Healing and 
restoration are available.  God provides God-fearing kings like Hezekiah.  If the people put their trust in the Lord 
and his promises, the peaceable kingdom will come.   

 

Art: The Peaceable Kingdom, Edward Hicks 


