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MORNING WORSHIP 

*Indicates standing, as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

When the prelude begins, please use the time for centering yourself for worship. 
Please take this time to mute all mobile devices. 

 

GATHERING IN PRAYER 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  from Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

Maker of heaven and earth, help us to know you, and knowing you to follow you, so that our 
service may conform to your purpose for our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

We Long to See You 
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*God’s Greeting  

*Mutual Greeting 

*Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God  Lift Up Your Hearts #746 

 

WORD 

Children’s Blessing Children ages 3 - 1st grade are dismissed for either Children’s Church or Worship Center. 

Prayer for Illumination  from Psalm 25 

In you, LORD my God, I put my trust.  I trust in you; 

Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths.  Guide me in your truth and teach me, for 
you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 

Help us to know your ways; teach us your paths.  Lead us in your truth, and teach us, for you 
are the God of our salvation, for you we wait all day long.  Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Acts 12:1-17  Holy Bible, pg.1712 

This is the Word of the Lord.  reader: Adia Sikkema 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon—The Power of Prayer  Rev. Rick Pinckney 

*Make Us a House of Prayer  program pg. 8-9 

 

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL IN OUR HEARTS 

God’s Call to Renewal from Psalm 25 

Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.  Do not remember the 
sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you, LORD, 
are good. 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore, he instructs sinners in his ways.  He guides the 
humble in what is right and teaches them his way.  All the ways of the LORD are loving and 
faithful toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. 
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Prayer for Renewal 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord, God loves us with an unstoppable love.  This means two 
things: He will never stop His love for us, and His love should not stop once it reaches us.  We 
should offer God’s love to each other in a true and Christ-like way.  

Even though we cannot see God, by loving one another God dwells deeply within us.  And 
when God’s love is the true source of our love, His love can be seen in full expression.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on God’s true love to dwell within us)  

We, the church, are the fellowship of all who confess Jesus as Lord.  We are the bride of 
Christ, His chosen partner, loved by Jesus and loving him: We delight in His presence -- and as 
we seek God in prayer, we wait in silence before the mystery of His love.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on the mystery of Christ’s Love) 

We are God’s chosen people.  He has set us apart and called us His own.  As His beloved 
children, we must joyfully choose to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on clothing ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience)  

We gather here this morning as people who were born sinful yet are called to be holy.  We 
have been saved by the patient grace of God.  Now we strive to deal patiently and graciously 
with others and together confess our need for grace and forgiveness.  

(Silent prayer reflecting God’s patience with us and our patience with others)  

The presence of Christ restores us.  His life shapes and transforms us.   

We long to be a community who lives out the ongoing story of God’s reconciling love.  We 
want to be people who proclaim the Kingdom of God, and work for a world of justice and 
peace.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on proclaiming justice and peace in a broken world) 
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Lord, as we go forward give us grace to be even-tempered, help us be willing to be led, and to 
have hearts that seek quick but true forgiveness.  You model forgiveness for us, and we 
shamefully fall short in forgiving others.  Fill our hearts with your love so much, so that your 
love takes us over and spills out of us all the time, no matter what.  By this, free us from our 
human tendencies to judge, gossip, divide or undermine and grant us unity; let bitter 
skepticism be completely overthrown by joyful peace.  

Renew our hearts so that Christ may define us.  Through the power of Your Holy Spirit, help 
us live lives that prove we are Your Body, Your Church.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on renewal in our hearts) 

Father God, we grieve that our church, which shares one Spirit, one faith, one hope, which 
celebrates joys and grieves sufferings together, is a broken communion in a broken world.  We 
confess that as we struggle to live out the truth of your gospel we fall short of the 
righteousness you demand.  We seek your forgiveness.  

We pray for wisdom and courage, knowing your promises grants us those gifts.  We confess 
times that our pride, blindness, or self-centeredness has hindered the unity of your 
household.  We seek your forgiveness.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on individual hindrances of unity)  

God of grace, you know us better than we know ourselves.  We stand broken before you.  We 
marvel that, by Your Spirit, You gather up broken pieces to do your work.  We celebrate that 
still you bless us with deep roots, growing branches, and abundant fruit as we experience real 
joy, deepening faith, new members, and surprising evidences of unity.  

Through God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to seeking and 
expressing the oneness of all who follow you and who confess Christ Jesus as Lord.  May we 
be your true representatives, your accurate image bearers.  Let Your Kingdom come, let 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

(Silent prayer reflecting on God’s will be done) 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

*Before the Throne of God Above Lift Up Your Hearts #682 

Prayer for the Renewal Lab Team 
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SENT TO SERVE 

Call to Discipleship  Psalm 134 

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD who minister by night in the house of the LORD.  Lift up 
your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.  May the LORD bless you from Zion, he who is the 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

*God’s Blessing 

*My Friends May You Grow In Grace  Lift Up Your Hearts #938 

My friends, may you grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
My friends, may you grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

To God be the glory, now and forever, now and forever, amen. 
To God be the glory, now and forever, now and forever, amen. 

Postlude 

Deacons will be standing at the exits of the sanctuary.  The Offering will be received at you leave the service. 

Offering—Race Relations (CRCNA) 

 
Organ/Piano: Kevin Soodsma  Audio: Jeff Collins 
Singers: Amy Byl, Laura Pinckney, Linda Witte  Video: Tyler Collins 
Bass: Mark Witte 
Violin: Abby Uitvlugt, Sharon Boersma 

 

  


