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A PARENT’S TEARS 

In Matthew 2 we read about the slaughter of the innocents when Herod gave the ruthless 

and cruel order to have all the baby boys in Bethlehem 2 years-old and younger to be killed.  This 

was Herod’s desperate attempt to snuff out the life of the true King of Israel, the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Imagine the grief of those parents in Bethlehem.   

Imagine a young couple in the little town of Bethlehem rejoicing over the birth of their 

first son. Then one day Herod’s soldiers ride into town and go from house to house brutally mur-

dering the baby boys.  This young couple hears the commotion in the streets, the screams, the 

shouts, and then the pounding at their own door as the soldiers burst through and carry out 

Herod’s satanic order. As the soldiers ride out of town, those parents are left with nothing but 

grief and sorrow. Why??? What did they do??? Why did God allow this??? 

In commenting on this Matthew quotes from the prophet Jeremiah: A voice 

is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping  
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3/4     AM–    Revelation 2:12-17 The Lampstand of Pergamum             

 PM–  “Answered Prayer: Moses” Numbers 21:4-9.                

3/11    AM-    Revelation 2:18-29 The  Lampstand of Thyatira  

 PM -  “Answered Prayer: Hannah” I Samuel 1:9-20.  

3/18    AM -   Revelation 3:1-6 The Lampstand of Sardis     

            PM-   Join us for an evening of praise, preaching, and prayer with a special guest preacher. 

3/25    AM-   Revelation 3:7-13 The Lampstand of  Philadelphia            

 PM-    “Answered Prayer: David” II Samuel 7:18-29. 

3/29 7 PM  Revelation 3:14-22  The Lampstand of  Laodicea 
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Pastor’s Word Continued 

 

 for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.   

And just like that day in Bethlehem so long ago, parents were weeping for their children this past Val-

entine’s Day/Ash Wednesday in Parkland, Fla.  Along with everyone else, I was shocked, saddened, and an-

gered by the reports of the school shooting in Parkland, Florida.  I imagine the parents of those 14 slain high 

school students (and 3 adults) weeping and refusing to be comforted because their babies were no more.  

Some may wonder: Why didn’t God do anything to stop this tragedy from happening?  I don’t have an 

answer to that heart-wrenching question.  But I do know what God has done in response to the violence, pain, 

and suffering in our world: He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ.   From his incarnation, Jesus stepped into a bro-

ken-world where death’s shadow covers everyone.  As one preacher put it: “Jesus, just like us, from the mo-

ment he was born, was headed for death.  Mary, like every other mother, sang her lullabies to one who was on 

a journey towards death.”  And even though Mary was spared the grief and sorrow of all the other mothers in 

Bethlehem that day, one day she would know grief, one day she would weep as she watched her son die a cruel 

and painful death on a cross. 

I can’t imagine the pain of losing a child.  And to lose a child due to a senseless act of violence com-

mitted by a hate-filled person must be even harder to bear.    Very few parents can empathize with this kind of 

pain.  The parents in Parkland, Florida, can. The parents of the students from Marshall County High School in 

Kentucky can. The parents of the slain students from Columbine High School can.  The parents of the slain 

children from Sandy Hook Elementary School can.  The Amish parents in Nickel Mines, PA, can. God can.   

 God so loved the world, this troubled, blood-soaked world, so much that He sent His only Son to die a 

cruel death on a cross so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  And the 

beautiful thing is that Jesus willingly offered His life so that one day there will be no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain and God Himself will wipe away every tear 

from our eyes, especially the tears from the eyes of grieving par-

ents.  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   
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        March Anniversaries 

Jim & Marcee Johnson March 19   35 years 

Randy & Bridgette Koll March 22   15 years 

Jeff & Sue Vanderveen  March 30   34 years 

 

 

      Early April Birthdays 

Don Snow    April 3 

Jessica Bakker (Koster)  April 7 

John Rau    April 7 

Elaine VanDenBerg   April 7 

 

 

 

 

Riddle 
Submitted by Bernie Vandenberg 

 

What is it that you and I see every day, but God never sees? 

Answer:  Isaiah 40:25 

 

March Birthdays 

Seth Meekhof   March 1 

Nicholas Mersman  March 3 

Hannah Snow   March 7 

Sara Collins   March 9 

Garrett Saul   March 9 

Jake VanTimmeren  March 11 

Bridgette Koll  March 12 

Elizabeth Santiago  March 12 

Tyler Gaastra   March 13 

Norm Watt   March 13 

Gert Riddering  March 19 

Kaitlyn Vandermeer  March 20 

Elise Peters   March 21 

Sue Sikkema   March 21 

Sue Vogel   March 21 

Elaine DeKorte  March 22 

Bethany Ekesa (Katerberg) March 23 

Mark Katerberg  March 23 

Bob Boersma   March 24 

Scott Koster   March 25 

Abby Uitvlugt  March 26 

Daniel Byl   March 28 

Kim VandenAkker  March 28 

Alexis Santiago  March 28 

Ryland Smelker  March 29 

Doug VanTimmeren  March 30 
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Prayer Team Tips 

The primary purpose of the Prayer Team at Beckwith Hills CRC  (BH-CRC) is to support the staff, council, 

and committees with consistent prayer.  We are a prayer team of intercessors, called together by the Holy 

Spirit, to pray for BH-CRC.  We meet weekly to pray throughout the building for meetings and events held 

there.  We pray for the staff and their families—Pastor Rick & Laura (Justus, Catherine, Jessica), Kevin & 

Amy, Garrett & Andrea (Irena, Theodore, and new baby), Marcia & Gord and family, Nikki Vega and her 

family, Carol De Vries and her family.  We pray for the elders, deacons, council, and committee work of the 

church. 

Week 1 – Discipleship Ministries 

Nursery, Sunday School classes, Adult education, GEMS, Cadets, Teen Adventure, Youth Group, Women's 

Bible Study, Book Club, Small Groups, Fellowship opportunities, Shut-ins. 

Week 2 – Outreach Ministries 

Missionaries: Abogast’s, Brauning’s, Gho’s, Wa Kitavi’s, Taverez,, Kent Community Hospital, Kids Life Bi-

ble Club, Leonard Terrace, Veterans Home, Volunteers In Service, East Leonard Food Pantry, and more 

Week 3 – Worship Ministries 

Junior Choir, Praise teams, Choir, musicians, ushers, sound and video, greeters, security monitor, Scripture 

readers, prayer leaders, dramatic readers, dance team, liturgical arts, visitors. 

Week 4 – Support Ministries 

Council, elders, deacons, committees – budget, education, facilities, missions, technology, worship 

      We are not replacing the prayer chain or bulletin prayer requests which are the prayer responsibility of all 

members.  Occasionally we may pray for members at BH-CRC if they request it.  We have placed a PRAYER 

REQUEST BOX in the front entrance of the church for you to use for confidential prayer requests.  Note cards 

and pencils are located next to the locked prayer request box.  We are committed to confidentiality for ALL 

prayer requests. Honoring each other and the staff at BH-CRC with confidentiality is serving each other in 

Christ's love and grace. 

     If you would like to join the prayer team or submit a request, you are welcome to contact Pastor Rick or 

place your request in the prayer box.  May God help us all to grow closer to God and each other as we practice 

the Presence of God through prayer. 

     Some tools to assist us in practicing the Presence of God are: 

- Pray Scripture: many Psalms are excellent prayers to express our thoughts and feelings to God. 

- When you don't know how to pray for a person or situation, lift their name or the situation up to God, trusting 

the Holy Spirit to pray God's will for them or the situation. 

- Live with an attitude of God's Presence in your daily life, God knows your hidden thoughts. 

- Pray while doing daily tasks. For example, Brother Lawrence prayed this prayer: 

“O God , since Thou art with me, and it is Thy will that I must now apply myself to these outward du-

ties, I beseech Thee, assist me with Thy grace that I may continue in Thy presence: and to this end, O 

Lord, be with me in this my work, accept the labor of my hands, and dwell within my heart with all Thy 

fullness.”  (The Practice of the Presence of God.) 
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 Missions 

 

URGENT  NEED 
 

The Mission Committee is still looking for 

someone who would be willing to help Helen 

Oudendyk with making the schedule for the 

Worship Services we provide for Spectrum 

Health / Kent Community Hospital. 

 

These services are 11:00 a.m. the sec-

ond Sunday, every other month.  For each ser-

vice we need someone who would bring the 

message, someone to provide special music, 

(soloist, group of singers to help with the sing 

along time, or an instrumentalist, etc.), as well 

as someone who can play the piano before the 

service, for the congregational singing, and af-

ter the service. 

 

There are several people in our church family 

who are willing to "fill these spots" when 

asked, but we are looking for someone to call 

them and set up the schedule for their  

participation.   

 

This can be done well in advance of the  

Specific date for their participation, and it is 

only for six services a year!  

 

PLEASE LET HELEN KNOW IF YOU 

WOULD BE WILLING TO HELP HER 

WITH SCHEDULING. 
 

(She might be in Florida right now, so you can 

call and leave a message at 363-3639 or  

E-mail her at 

houdendyk@comcast.net) 
 

  

MISSION  EMPHASIS  --  FAITH  

PROMISE PLEDGES 
 

This has been an unusual year for our Faith 

Promise Program! 

 

We will continue to trust God to help us reach 

our goal for ministry and Missionary support 

for the year ahead. 

 

Many people have been out due to illnesses, 

some have been on vacations, the weather has 

been a factor, where many people were not 

able to drive in for worship, and then the last 

two Sunday evenings, our services were can-

celled.   

 

This will remind us that our promised pledges 

are made in FAITH TO GOD, and HE 

WILL  

PROVIDE. 
 

If you have not yet made your pledge, there 

are extra Faith Promise Cards on the Mission 

Display Table in the narthex, and at the mes-

sage center on the lower level.  These cards 

can be placed in any offering plate, at any 

time, or in the wooden box on the Mission 

Display table.  The  Deacons will forward 

them to the Mission Committee. 

 

THANK YOU for your faithfulness in sup-

porting our  

Missionaries and our outreach local ministries. 

 

Your Mission Committee 
 

 

mailto:houdendyk@comcast.net
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 What does it take to create a healthy and strong church life? Many people think that if a church 

can be filled with youth then a church will be healthy and strong. Others might think that if a church 

has the latest programs for every age group then a church will be healthy. A few people might think 

that if a church has many seasoned adults who have a lot of experience then a church will be healthy, 

strong, and mature.  

 But what if there was a way to combine all three of these ideas into one simple program? That 

is what generation spark is. Generation Spark is an intergenerational mentoring program meant to con-

nect youth with adults in a meaningful relationship. But how is a meaningful relationship created? I 

can only speak for myself but for me, the most meaningful relationships came about in my life when I 

was working on solving a problem. In other words, I was looking to achieve a goal with someone.  

 Now, every church has problems. As a community, a church can always grow in grace. But it’s 

often easier to simply say that change and growth will happen but not do anything about it. Generation 

Spark is a program that is rooted in both saying and doing. What is meant by this is that an adult will 

be partnered up with a youth. This focus group will ideally meet once a week to discuss a problem in 

the church. The focus group will seek to solve the problem by proposing a solution at the end of a 12 

week cycle or continuing to figure out a solution if the problem is more complex than anticipated. 

Each focus group will also be supported by a prayer partner who will pray for the relationship be-

tween the adult and the youth and the project.  

 The genius behind Generation Spark is that the entire church can be involved in one program 

that inte-grates relationship, discipleship, and church-wide adaptation to the context we live in. Gen-

eration Spark will help churches live out Titus 2:1-6 which says, “But as for you, teach what accords 

with sound doctrine. Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in 

love, and in steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or 

slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their hus-

bands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 

husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-

controlled.”  

 If you are an adult and would like to mentor and work together with a youth to solve a problem 

in our church or if you are a youth seeking a Christian relationship with an adult (other than your par-

ents) then contact me (Garrett) and I’ll hook you up! I am looking for 5 adults willing to be mentors 

and 5 adults willing to be prayer partners. Hopefully these 5 groups will begin at the start of 

March!  

 Generation Spark 
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   because CHARITY always begins with a single step 

        and because ADOPTION and FOSTER CARE matter! 

Glenn Koster, the son George and Ruth, adopted in 1965, at the age of 10, has been so grateful to God that he 

had finally found a “forever home”, after being the product of foster homes and a failed adoption, that he now 

wants to raise awareness for the needs of both of these programs.  He was abandoned at age 6, and became a 

ward of the court system until his adoption into our family.  We had two birth children, ages 6 and 4 at that 

time.  A year later, after his adoption was finalized, he made profession of faith, and was adopted into the 

Family of God. 

For many years, he has wanted to “give back” in some way, praying that he might be able to help change the 

lives of other children who are needing a forever home and a family.  In 2015 he walked across Kansas (where 

he lives), to raise money for four local Kansas Charities. 

Now, his challenge is to walk across America, to raise awareness for foster care and adoption.  He does not 

have a license to raise money, but if anyone would like to support this effort, you can just give to any local 

adoption or foster care program, and give his name and Charity Steps as the reason for your gift. (Glenn J. 

Koster, Sr.). 

Glenn’s wife, Charlcie will be driving their RV and following behind him as he walks his planned route across 

the USA.  His goal is to walk an average of 21.5 miles a day, 6 days a week.  Sunday’s will be time for wor-

ship and rest. When walking, you cannot walk on major highways, so he will walk on two lane roads, often 

with small shoulders for walking.  Along the way, he has reservations to do a series of “motivational 

speeches”, to highlight what one person can do to make a difference.  He has also made contact with several 

churches along his prepared route, where he has been invited to speak.  Local newspapers along the route have 

offered to do articles about the reason for his walk. 

Please PRAY with us for safety, health, no problems with their RV, good contacts with people along the way, 

and that his journey will accomplish the desire for increased awareness of the needs of children all across our 

country.  

Glenn and Charlcie started the walk on February 1, from the Atlantic Ocean near Miami, FL and if all goes 

well they should reach the Pacific Ocean in Washington State, sometime in September or October if they are 

able to stay on their planned schedule.  

He will put weekly reports on Facebook each weekend.  If you would like to “tune in” occasionally, the ad-

dress is:                  

                               Facebook.com/ksCharitySteps    or       Facebook.com/glenn.koster 

                                  Their mailing address is P.O. Box 3214  Hutchinson, KS  67504                                                            

          2 oceans - 4 time zones – 5 mountain ranges               17 States – 21.5 miles a day – 6 days a week 

       205 walking days – 1540 hours of walking       4400 miles – 8,448,000 steps ! 

 Charity Steps 
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THURSDAY,  APRIL  19,  2018  @  6:30 P. M.  
 

      AT MEIJER GARDENS AND SCULPTURE PARK 

 

We will be able to enjoy a free tour the Gardens as well as a visit to the Butterfly Exhibit, anytime 

from 5:15 until the time to be seated for the dinner. 

 

We will have the opportunity to meet the new Chaplain - Jason Botbyl, learn more about the ministry, and hear 

inmate testimonies, as well as bring our financial gifts of support for the ongoing work of Forgotten Man Min-

istries in the Kent County Correctional Facility - (Jail).  

 

We would like to again reserve a table for 10 people for the dinner and program.  There will be a sign up sheet 

at the message center. 

   RESERVATIONS NEED TO BE SENT IN BY MARCH 23, 2018  
 

Sign up soon.  If you have questions, contact Ruth Koster @  827-9127. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article on the left was submit-

ted by Pearl VanKuiken 

Forgotten Man Ministries Annual Banquet 
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2100 Chelsea NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

616-458-0150 

info@beckwithhillscrc.org  

Reminders 

 Submissions for the  

      April Beacon need    

      to be in by 6pm on   

      March 26th. 

 March 11 is  Day light savings 

 March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day 

 March 25 is Palm Sunday 

 March 30 is Good Friday 

 

 

Beckwith Hills Christian Reformed 

Church 

 

 We’re on the web! 

Beckwithhillscrc.org 

 

 

Poet’s Corner              

“Written In March” 

by William Wordsworth (1770-1850) 

The cock is crowing, 

The stream is flowing, 

The small birds twitter, 

The lake doth glitter 

The green field sleeps in the sun; 

The oldest and youngest 

Are at work with the strongest; 

The cattle are grazing, 

Their heads never raising; 

There are forty feeding like one! 

 

 

 

Like an army defeated 

The snow hath retreated, 

And now doth fare ill 

On the top of the bare hill; 

The plowboy is whooping- anon-anon: 

There’s joy in the mountains; 

There’s life in the fountains; 

Small clouds are sailing, 

Blue sky prevailing; 

The rain is over and gone! 


